Comments on FIPA Glossary (B. Henderson-Sellers)

Method.

This is defined as Technique. No. One element of a method is a technique. A technique is a component part of a method(ology). They are NOT the same.

Line two then says that a method is a process. Again no. A method consists of a process component and a product component (see e.g. Rolland’s work)

Line 2 “enabling to generate” poor English style

Line 4-6 is a little better saying that a Method is composed of a process, a notations and some tools. I agree with this definition but it contradicts the definition in lines 1-3.

Method Engineering

Line 1 uses method and line 4 methodologies.

Task. 

I cannot agree with this. It is a poor definition. A task is a unit of work. It is the smallest unit of work that can be project managed (see e.g. PMBOK)

Work Product.

I suspect this of being from Firesmith and Henderson-Sellers so I agree!!

Section 3

Analysis

Last line. This is incorrect since analysis is preceded by Business issues i.e. it is NOT the first phas. 

Last line insert Software Development before lifecycle

Event

Signification should be significance

Insert after occurrence    in the environment

Goal

We’ve done some study of the terminology and etymology of goal in AO systems. It’s not so simple. I can send you the paper when it is finalized (hopefully this week or next)

Methodology

Line 1 A collection of methods. (i) method is not defined and (ii) it contradicts the earlier definitions and my discussion above of taking method and methodology as synonyms.

Line 6 Sheroy. Means what?

Multi-Agent System

Line -3 agents should be agents’

Ontology

Surely a definition of ontology must refer to “semantics”

Process

Line 1 said to be a set of activities. But the term activity is not defined.

Requirement. 

Line 1. Needs new sentence at It can be a functional

