A quick response to the posting of Spanoudakis and Moraitis.

I agree wholeheartedly with their main point that we should, in the agent-oriented methodology world, use situational method engineering and hence method fragments and that it is important to all agree on a definition for fragment. I have been publishing papers along these lines for more than five years (and a book “Metamodelling for Software Engineering with Wiley).

My concern is that most of the work proposed has already been done, either in the SME community (see the IFIP conference proceedings of the Geneva SME meeting held September 2007) and is in fact enshrined in an international standard (ISO/IEC 24744) – yes, there are other standards like SPEM but these are incorporated in 24744.

To help flesh out the background of what already exists, please look at my UNISCON keynote paper (April 2008) for which I supply the published paper and also a much extended talk that I gave at that conference with more background than the paper itself has.
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Hope this helps

Brian Henderson-Sellers
